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The low reading skills of some fourth-grade students at Tanjung Waras Public 

Elementary School require more effective and supportive learning strategies. This 

study aims to evaluate the implementation of the peer tutoring method in 

improving reading skills and examine its impact on students' motivation and social 

dynamics. The study used a descriptive case study approach with stages of 

diagnostic assessment, implementation of peer tutoring through the "Antaca" team, 

daily observations, informal interviews, and evaluation of reading development. 

Data were collected naturally and analyzed qualitatively through the stages of data 

presentation, reduction, interpretation, and conclusion drawing, as well as through 

source triangulation. The results showed that peer tutoring can be applied 

systematically and creates a non-intimidating learning environment, supported by 

picture-based teaching materials that facilitate the decoding process. The findings 

also revealed significant improvements in reading fluency, letter recognition 

accuracy, and students' courage in reading aloud. In addition, this method has a 

positive impact on learning motivation and social dynamics, marked by increased 

self-confidence, mutual support, and a more harmonious classroom atmosphere. 

The study concluded that peer tutoring is effective as a pedagogical strategy for 

improving basic literacy and building an inclusive classroom climate. The 

implications of the research confirm that teachers can adopt this approach to 

strengthen reading learning, especially in classes with heterogeneous abilities. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Reading ability constitutes a fundamental foundation for students’ success in learning across 

all subject areas. At the elementary school level, reading functions not only as a language skill but also 

as a prerequisite for knowledge acquisition and the development of critical thinking abilities. Adawiah 

et al. (2024) emphasize that reading proficiency not only enables students to comprehend learning 

materials but also stimulates their cognitive, analytical, and communication skills. This view is 

reinforced by Putri et al. (2024), who report that higher levels of literacy skills are directly correlated 

with improvements in critical thinking ability. 

Nevertheless, many elementary school students continue to demonstrate low reading 

proficiency. Anggraeni et al. (2021) indicate that a significant number of students struggle with basic 

skills such as letter recognition, phonemic awareness, and text comprehension. These challenges have 

a direct impact on learning motivation, leading to decreased self-confidence and slower academic 

progress (Sari & Shintiana, 2023). This condition becomes increasingly critical when students enter 

fourth grade, a stage at which learning demands stronger reading skills to comprehend more complex 

https://creativesmartvisionary.com/pedi
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informational and instructional texts. Therefore, appropriate improvements and pedagogical 

interventions are urgently needed to prevent prolonged literacy skill gaps. 

The phenomenon of low reading skills was also identified at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras, 

particularly among fourth-grade students. Based on preliminary identification, nearly half of the 

eighteen students in the class were unable to read fluently and accurately, both in terms of letter 

recognition and comprehension of simple words and sentences. These findings indicate an urgent need 

for more effective, engaging, and supportive instructional approaches for students experiencing reading 

difficulties. Classroom observations revealed that the problems were not limited to linguistic aspects 

alone but were also influenced by affective factors, such as low self-esteem, anxiety when reading in 

front of the teacher, and limited opportunities for meaningful practice. In this context, collaborative and 

student-empowering learning strategies offer a relevant alternative solution. 

Over the past decade, peer tutoring has been widely applied as an instructional strategy that 

emphasizes interaction among students. This method involves students working in small groups with 

varying ability levels, where they collaborate and support one another in understanding learning 

materials while fostering mutual respect (Muthma’innah, 2022). Students with higher levels of 

motivation and understanding serve as tutors for their classmates (Mukhlis, 2016). Numerous studies 

have shown that peer tutoring-based learning can enhance academic achievement, motivation, and self-

confidence, as students learn in a more relaxed and non-intimidating environment (Bengi et al., 2022; 

Nurhasanah & Gumiandari, 2021). 

Previous research also highlights that horizontal interactions among students facilitate effective 

social scaffolding. Through shared reading activities, modeling, and immediate feedback, more 

proficient students are able to support their peers’ learning processes (Flores & Duran, 2016; Halim et 

al., 2020). In addition, studies indicate that students who act as tutors also benefit from reinforcing the 

concepts and skills they teach (Thurston et al., 2021). Within this context, peer tutoring represents an 

instructional approach with a strong theoretical and empirical foundation for addressing basic literacy 

problems in elementary schools. 

However, despite the frequently reported effectiveness of peer tutoring, its implementation 

remains highly dependent on classroom context and student characteristics. There is still limited 

research that specifically examines the application of peer tutoring to improve reading skills among 

fourth-grade elementary school students in educational settings with limited resources, such as SD 

Negeri Tanjung Waras. Moreover, most previous studies have primarily focused on academic learning 

outcomes, while affective aspects such as reading motivation, self-confidence, and interpersonal 

dynamics among students have not been fully explored (Syamsinar, 2025; Utami et al., 2024). This 

situation highlights a significant research gap that warrants further investigation. 

Accordingly, the main issue addressed in this study concerns how peer tutoring can be 

systematically implemented in a fourth-grade classroom at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras and the extent to 

which this method can improve the reading skills of students with diverse ability levels. The novelty of 

this research lies in the integration of peer tutoring with the use of picture-based reading materials, as 

well as the establishment of the “Antaca” reading support team as a learning support system tailored to 

local student characteristics. 

This study aims to implement the peer tutoring method in reading instruction for fourth-grade 

students at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras and to evaluate its impact on improving students’ reading skills. 

In addition, the study seeks to identify changes in students’ motivation, self-confidence, and social 

interaction following their participation in peer tutoring-based reading activities. Theoretically, this 

research contributes to the enrichment of studies on the effectiveness of peer tutoring in the development 

of basic literacy skills, particularly in elementary school contexts characterized by heterogeneous 

student abilities. Practically, this study offers an intervention model that teachers can adapt to enhance 

reading skills through collaborative learning. In line with these objectives, the research questions 

addressed in this study are as follows: (1) How is the peer tutoring method implemented in reading 

instruction for fourth-grade students at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras? (2) To what extent can peer tutoring 

improve students’ reading skills? and (3) How does peer tutoring influence students’ motivation and 

social dynamics during the reading instruction process? 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Reading Skills in Elementary School Students 

Reading skills constitute a fundamental competence that students must master and serve as a 

prerequisite for academic success in elementary education (Dasra, 2024; Sugiarsih, 2018). The 

cognitive processes involved in reading include essential abilities such as word recognition, 

comprehension, and the ability to draw inferences from text (Muzaki & Dawud, 2024). Nadia and Pango 

(2021) further explain that early-stage reading encompasses not only letter recognition but also the 

ability to connect sound symbols to words, understand meaning, and develop reading fluency. Failure 

to acquire these basic reading skills at the elementary level can hinder students’ learning processes in 

subsequent grades, as they struggle to process instructions, comprehend texts, and follow the flow of 

learning materials effectively (Apriliana et al., 2022). 

Several studies indicate that students who enter fourth grade with low reading proficiency tend 

to experience persistent academic difficulties. These difficulties occur not only in language subjects but 

also in science, social studies, and mathematics, particularly in tasks that require reading 

comprehension, such as word problems (Hijrilliawanni et al., 2023; Laily, 2014; Umami et al., 2023). 

In the context of SD Negeri Tanjung Waras, assessment results reveal that nearly half of fourth-grade 

students still face challenges related to reading fluency, letter recognition, and comprehension of simple 

words. This condition suggests the need for varied instructional strategies that go beyond repetition and 

teacher-centered instruction. Such strategies should also address emotional barriers, including fear and 

low self-esteem, when students are required to read aloud in front of the teacher (Adellia et al., 2025; 

Ananda et al., 2022). Flexible and personalized learning approaches, including differentiated 

instruction, technology integration, and group-based learning, may be applied in this context (Nurfajria 

et al., 2024). Therefore, reading instruction requires alternative methods that emphasize positive 

interaction, social support, and more intensive opportunities for practice. 

Peer Tutoring Method 

Peer tutoring is a cooperative learning strategy that involves students providing academic 

assistance to their peers (Rochani, 2023). In this approach, more proficient students act as tutors, while 

those requiring additional support function as tutees. This strategy is grounded in Vygotsky’s social 

constructivist theory, which emphasizes the importance of social interaction and scaffolding in 

cognitive development (Tohari & Rahman, 2024). Peer tutoring offers more natural scaffolding because 

tutor–tutee interactions occur in a familiar, low-pressure environment and utilize students’ everyday 

language. 

Purwati (2022) supports this perspective by stating that peer tutoring provides more intuitive 

learning support, as tutors and tutees tend to share similar communication styles, thereby creating a 

comfortable learning atmosphere. Numerous studies have demonstrated that peer tutoring is effective 

in improving academic skills, including basic literacy. Peer guidance enhances reading skills by 

fostering a supportive and non-threatening learning environment (Riani & Harmonika, 2024). 

Srivastava and Rashid (2018) found that peer tutoring yields substantial benefits for both tutors 

and tutees. Tutors experience increased knowledge, self-confidence, and a sense of responsibility, while 

tutees show improvements in subject engagement, collaboration skills, motivation, communication 

abilities, stress management, and self-confidence. Meanwhile, Hwang et al. (2019) demonstrated that 

peer tutoring supports students’ transition from basic to higher-order cognitive levels, particularly when 

integrated with technology. Through shared reading activities, modeling, and immediate feedback, peer 

tutors contribute to improvements in reading fluency and word recognition accuracy. 

The effectiveness of peer tutoring is also influenced by the structure of activities, clarity of role 

distribution, and students’ readiness to serve as tutors (Syarifuddin et al., 2024). In the context of SD 

Negeri Tanjung Waras, the peer tutoring model is enriched through the formation of the “Antaca” team. 

This team consists of students assigned to systematically assist their peers in reading under teacher 

guidance, supported by visual media and engaging instructional materials. 

Peer Tutoring in Reading Instruction 

Previous studies have shown that the peer tutoring method can enhance reading fluency, 

motivation, and students’ self-confidence (Nurhasanah & Gumiandari, 2021; Riani & Harmonika, 
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2024). Peer tutoring has been proven effective in supporting students with lower reading abilities 

through repeated reading practices, simplified explanations from tutors, and more personalized 

guidance compared to teacher-led instruction in large classrooms (Rosi & Gumiandari, 2021). 

Furthermore, research indicates that student tutors also gain academic benefits through concept 

reinforcement, as teaching peers strengthen their own understanding (Novitasari et al., 2021). 

Several studies have found that peer tutoring is particularly effective when combined with 

visual media or illustrated reading materials (Suparjo, 2022). Such media assist beginning readers in 

recognizing letters, understanding words, and mapping meaning more concretely (Amseke et al., 2022). 

This approach aligns with reading instruction practices that utilize picture-based books and Montessori-

inspired methods to facilitate letter and sound recognition (Fitri et al., 2025). These findings 

demonstrate the relevance of peer tutoring to the objectives of this study, which aims to improve reading 

skills through social interaction and the use of supportive learning media. 

Research Gap and Novelty of the Study 

Research on peer tutoring methods has consistently demonstrated their effectiveness in 

improving reading ability and social skills (Halimatussakdiah & Adawiyyah, 2018; Krisnawati & 

Umam, 2025; Supriyatna et al., 2024). However, significant research gaps remain, particularly in the 

context of fourth-grade elementary students in classrooms characterized by heterogeneous abilities and 

limited resources. Previous studies have largely focused on academic outcomes, such as reading fluency 

or text comprehension. At the same time, social dynamics, motivational changes, and the development 

of student identity as tutors and tutees have received limited attention.  

Moreover, the systematic integration of peer tutoring with picture-based visual media—shown 

to strengthen literacy comprehension (Syarifuddin et al., 2024)—has not been widely implemented in 

early reading instruction. The use of small-group learning structures based on internal support systems, 

such as the “Antaca” team, has also received limited consideration as part of sustainable pedagogical 

strategies. 

The novelty of this study lies in the development of a peer tutoring model integrated with 

structured visual media and the formation of micro learning groups tailored to the characteristics of 

students at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras. This model not only evaluates improvements in reading skills 

but also analyzes affective and social aspects that are often overlooked, such as collaboration, self-

confidence, and active student engagement. This approach contributes new insights into how peer 

tutoring functions in authentic classroom settings and how such interventions can be adapted to address 

students’ needs in a comprehensive manner. 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

This study employed a descriptive case study design. This design was selected because the 

research focused on gaining an in-depth understanding of the implementation of the peer tutoring 

method in improving the reading skills of fourth-grade students at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras. A case 

study approach allows the researcher to describe the initial conditions, the intervention process, the 

dynamics of student interactions, and changes in reading ability that occurred throughout the program. 

The study was conducted in an authentic classroom context. Therefore, each stage of the intervention—

ranging from the initial assessment, the formation of the “Antaca” peer tutoring team, the use of picture-

based instructional materials, to the observation of students’ reading progress—was examined as an 

integrated and holistic learning process. 

The development of the intervention design was grounded in the identification of low reading 

skills among nearly half of the fourth-grade students, as revealed through initial assessments and 

classroom observations. The intervention was designed in the form of paired reading activities involving 

students who were fluent readers and those who experienced reading difficulties. These activities were 

conducted regularly every morning before the main instructional sessions. The learning approach 

emphasized collaboration, natural interaction, and a low-pressure environment to support students’ 

reading development. The research design was flexible and evolved during implementation to 

accommodate students’ needs and classroom conditions. 
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Instruments and Data Collection 

Data in this study were collected using several instruments: (1) a diagnostic reading skills 

assessment sheet, (2) an observation checklist for the peer tutoring process, (3) informal interview 

guidelines for tutors and tutees, and (4) anecdotal records documenting students’ development 

throughout the activities. The diagnostic assessment instrument was administered at the initial stage to 

identify students’ basic reading abilities, including reading fluency, letter recognition, and types of 

reading errors, such as vowel and consonant mispronunciations. The results of this assessment served 

as the basis for determining tutor–tutee pairings and adjusting the difficulty level of reading materials 

used during the intervention. 

To ensure the validity and appropriateness of the instruments, all instruments requiring 

validation—including the diagnostic assessment sheet, observation checklist, and interview 

guidelines—underwent expert judgment. The validation process involved three validators: two lecturers 

in elementary education with expertise in literacy and reading instruction, and one experienced 

elementary school teacher who taught fourth grade. Validation focused on the alignment of indicators 

with the research objectives, clarity of instrument language, relevance of items to elementary school 

student characteristics, and suitability for use in a naturalistic learning context. Feedback from the 

validators was used to revise and refine the instruments until they were deemed valid and appropriate 

for use in the study. 

The observation instrument was used to document the implementation of the peer tutoring 

method systematically. It captured tutor–tutee interaction patterns, the intensity and quality of reading 

practice, students’ affective responses, and the use of illustrated reading media, such as Membaca 

Dengan Mudah Dengan Metode Montessori, which integrates visual elements and letters to support 

word comprehension. Informal interview guidelines were designed in a semi-structured format to allow 

the researcher to flexibly explore students’ learning experiences from both tutor and tutee perspectives 

without disrupting classroom dynamics. All observation and interview instruments were complemented 

by anecdotal record formats, which were used to document students’ reading development and 

behavioral changes continuously. 

Data collection was conducted in three phases: the initial diagnostic assessment, observation 

during the intervention, and outcome evaluation. At each phase, data were gathered through a 

combination of observation, anecdotal records, informal interviews, and documentation of students’ 

reading progress. This approach enhanced data credibility through triangulation of sources and 

techniques. The entire data collection process was carried out in a naturalistic manner, following daily 

reading instruction activities, thereby providing a comprehensive and objective portrayal of authentic 

classroom learning conditions at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras. 

Data Analysis 

Data analysis was conducted through several stages, including data display, data reduction, 

interpretation, and conclusion drawing, following the framework proposed by Miles et al. (2014). 

During the data display stage, all information obtained from diagnostic assessments, observations of 

peer tutoring activities, and students’ reading performance was organized and categorized based on 

indicators of reading fluency, accuracy in letter and vowel recognition, and students’ responses during 

peer-assisted reading sessions. This data presentation enabled the researcher to identify patterns in 

reading development throughout the intervention, including changes in students’ motivation and 

interaction dynamics between tutors and tutees, as documented in field notes. 

The data reduction stage involved selecting and simplifying information relevant to the research 

questions. The analytical focus was directed toward data that illustrated improvements in reading skills 

and the effectiveness of the “Antaca” peer tutoring structure in supporting students with reading 

difficulties. The interpretation stage then synthesized these findings into an analytical narrative 

explaining how the peer tutoring process contributed to students’ reading improvement. This 

interpretation identified consistent interaction patterns, such as increased student confidence in reading 

aloud when accompanied by peers, gradual progress in pronunciation and letter recognition, and the 

role of illustrated reading materials in facilitating the decoding process. 

The final stage involved concluding by analyzing relationships among the identified categories 

to develop a comprehensive understanding of the effectiveness of the peer tutoring method and the 

conditions that supported its success. Data triangulation was applied by cross-checking information 
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from initial assessments, observation records, reading outcomes, and informal interviews to ensure the 

validity and consistency of the findings throughout the study. 

RESULTS 

Implementation of the Peer Tutoring Method in Fourth-Grade Reading Instruction 

The implementation of the peer tutoring method began with an initial diagnostic assessment to 

identify the reading abilities of fourth-grade students. The assessment results indicated that nearly half 

of the eighteen students were still categorized as less fluent readers. Based on these findings, the teacher 

designated students with fluent reading skills as tutors, while students experiencing reading difficulties 

were assigned as tutees. This process was formalized through the establishment of the “Antaca” (Ayo 

Bantu Teman Membaca) team, in which tutors received guidance on how to support their peers 

effectively. This grouping created a systematic mentoring structure and enabled reading activities to be 

conducted intensively on a daily basis. 

Peer tutoring activities were carried out for ten minutes before the start of regular classroom 

instruction. Tutors assisted tutees using the book Membaca Dengan Mudah dengan Metode Montessori, 

which facilitates reading practice through a visual approach that integrates pictures and corresponding 

letters. The teacher monitored the tutoring process to ensure that student interactions remained 

supportive and consistent. All findings related to the implementation process are summarized in Table 

1, which provides a comprehensive overview of the structure, strategies, and learning conditions of peer 

tutoring-based reading instruction in the fourth-grade classroom. 

Improvement in Students’ Reading Skills Following Peer Tutoring 

Observations conducted throughout the intervention revealed notable improvements in reading 

skills among most tutees. Students who previously made frequent errors in vowel recognition or relied 

heavily on spelling out words gradually demonstrated more fluent and accurate reading. This 

improvement was evident in their increased ability to read words and sentences without repeatedly 

sounding out individual letters. Gains were also observed in students’ confidence to read aloud after 

receiving peer assistance, a level of confidence that had been difficult to achieve when they practiced 

directly with the teacher. 

These findings were supported by daily progress records and teacher evaluations, which 

indicated gradual improvement among nearly all students with low initial reading proficiency. The 

observed progress was closely related to the intensity of practice provided through peer tutoring, which 

allowed tutees to engage in reading activities within a low-pressure learning environment. In addition, 

the use of picture-based instructional materials contributed to faster letter recognition and more 

effective word decoding. A summary of improvements in reading skills is presented in Table 1, 

highlighting the significant role of peer tutoring in fostering students’ reading development. 

Effects of Peer Tutoring on Students’ Motivation and Social Dynamics 

In addition to enhancing reading skills, the implementation of peer tutoring had a positive 

impact on students’ motivation and social dynamics. Tutees demonstrated increased motivation, as 

reflected in their enthusiasm for participating in the morning tutoring sessions. The learning atmosphere 

within the “Antaca” groups gradually replaced feelings of fear with a willingness to attempt reading 

alongside their tutors. This interaction fostered a more comfortable learning environment in which 

tutees felt more confident making mistakes and receiving corrective feedback from peers. A livelier 

classroom atmosphere, characterized by laughter and active participation, indicated higher levels of 

students’ emotional engagement in the learning process. 

Peer tutoring also strengthened social relationships among students. Behaviors such as teasing, 

which had previously occurred in the classroom, decreased and were replaced by more supportive 

interactions. Tutors expressed a sense of pride in being able to help their peers, while tutees reported 

feeling valued and supported. Moreover, increased student motivation extended beyond the classroom, 
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as parents reported positive changes in their children’s reading behavior at home. These effects are 

systematically summarized in Table 1, which maps changes in motivation and social dynamics 

throughout the intervention. 

Table 1. Summary of Research Findings Based on Three Main Issues 

Issue Key Findings Detailed Results 

Implementation 

of the peer 

tutoring method 

in reading 

instruction 

The implementation was 

systematic and effective 

through initial assessment, 

the formation of the 

“Antaca” team, and daily 

reading activities. 

• Half of the students were identified as 

not yet fluent readers based on the 

initial diagnostic assessment. 

• Tutors were selected from students 

with fluent reading skills and received 

specific guidance. 

• Tutoring activities were conducted for 

10 minutes before the main 

instructional sessions. 

• Illustrated Montessori-based reading 

books were used to facilitate learning. 

Improvement in 

students’ reading 

skills 

Significant improvement 

was observed in reading 

fluency, letter recognition 

accuracy, and confidence in 

reading aloud. 

• Students began reading without 

spelling out individual letters. 

• Vowel mispronunciation errors 

decreased substantially. 

• Nearly all tutees demonstrated gradual 

progress in reading skills. 

• Intensive practice through peer 

tutoring accelerated reading mastery. 

Effects of peer 

tutoring on 

students’ 

motivation and 

social dynamics 

Students’ motivation 

increased, and the classroom 

atmosphere became more 

harmonious and supportive. 

• Tutees became more confident and 

enthusiastic about reading. 

• Interactions among students were 

warmer and free from teasing. 

• Tutors reported a sense of pride in 

helping their peers. 

• Parents observed increased interest in 

reading at home. 

 

DISCUSSION  

Implementation of the Peer Tutoring Method in Fourth-Grade Reading Instruction 

The findings of this study indicate that the implementation of the peer tutoring method in the 

fourth-grade classroom at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras was effective when supported by a clear mentoring 

structure, careful selection of tutors based on students’ academic and social readiness, and the use of 

picture-based reading materials. These findings reinforce the theoretical foundation of peer tutoring as 

a cooperative learning strategy that emphasizes horizontal interaction and social scaffolding, as 

articulated in Vygotsky’s social constructivist approach (Tohari & Rahman, 2024). In this context, 

tutors functioned as sources of cognitive support that were more closely aligned with tutees’ learning 

experiences, thereby allowing reading activities to take place in a safer and less pressuring environment 

(Purwati, 2022). 

The implementation of peer tutoring in this study is also consistent with previous findings 

indicating that collaborative learning is more effective when student relationships are egalitarian and 

communicative. This approach is particularly relevant for students who experience reading difficulties 

and academic anxiety (Adellia et al., 2025; Ananda et al., 2022). The establishment of the “Antaca” 

reading support team strengthened the peer tutoring structure by providing a consistent internal support 

system. This finding aligns with Syarifuddin et al. (2024), who emphasize that the success of peer 
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tutoring is strongly influenced by role clarity and well-organized activities. Furthermore, the use of 

visual media in the form of illustrated reading materials supported more concrete letter and word 

recognition. This is in line with studies showing that visual media can reduce cognitive barriers for 

beginning readers (Amseke et al., 2022; Suparjo, 2022). Thus, the implementation of peer tutoring in 

this study was not merely a technical procedure but rather an integration of social, cognitive, and 

pedagogical approaches that mutually reinforced one another. 

Improvement in Students’ Reading Skills Following Peer Tutoring 

The observed improvement in students’ reading skills following participation in the peer 

tutoring program suggests that peer interaction provides more intensive and personalized reading 

practice than traditional whole-class instruction. Gains in reading fluency, letter recognition, and basic 

word comprehension are consistent with previous studies reporting that peer tutoring effectively 

enhances basic literacy through repeated reading practice and direct modeling by tutors (Riani & 

Harmonika, 2024; Rosi & Gumiandari, 2021). These findings are particularly relevant for fourth-grade 

students who are in a transitional phase from early reading to reading for comprehension of more 

complex informational texts (Hijrilliawanni et al., 2023; Umami et al., 2023). 

In addition, the immediate feedback provided by tutors enabled students to promptly correct 

decoding and pronunciation errors, which are crucial components of early reading mastery (Nadia & 

Pango, 2021). This finding supports the argument that peer tutoring offers more adaptive scaffolding, 

as tutors tend to use familiar language and strategies that align with tutees’ levels of understanding 

(Purwati, 2022; Flores & Duran, 2016). The integration of peer tutoring with picture-based reading 

materials further strengthened this process, as visual supports help students simultaneously connect 

symbols, sounds, and meanings (Amseke et al., 2022; Fitri et al., 2025). 

Accordingly, the improvements in reading skills identified in this study can be understood as 

the result of a combination of supportive social interaction and instructional media tailored to the 

characteristics of beginning readers. However, this study did not experimentally compare the 

effectiveness of peer tutoring with other reading instruction methods. Therefore, the observed 

improvements should be interpreted contextually, in line with the qualitative research design employed. 

Effects of Peer Tutoring on Students’ Motivation and Social Dynamics 

Beyond its cognitive impact, peer tutoring also demonstrated a significant influence on 

students’ learning motivation and social dynamics. This finding aligns with existing literature indicating 

that reading difficulties are often closely associated with affective factors, such as low self-confidence 

and academic anxiety (Sari & Shintiana, 2023; Adellia et al., 2025). Through more familiar and non-

intimidating interactions, peer tutoring created a learning environment that encouraged students to take 

risks in reading, including reading aloud in front of their peers. 

Changes in social dynamics, such as increased empathy, cooperation, and a reduction in teasing 

behaviors, further support the view that peer tutoring functions not only as an academic strategy but 

also as a medium for developing students’ social skills (Srivastava & Rashid, 2018). Positive tutor–

tutee relationships contributed to the formation of an inclusive learning community in which students 

with lower reading abilities were no longer stigmatized. Instead, they were positioned as learners in the 

process of development. This finding is consistent with research emphasizing that small-group, 

collaborative learning can enhance student engagement, motivation, and a sense of social responsibility 

(Muthma’innah, 2022; Bengi et al., 2022). 

Overall, the observed increase in parental involvement in reading activities at home, as reported 

in this study, has received limited explicit attention in the referenced literature. This finding is therefore 

an initial indication of the extended impact of peer tutoring interventions on literacy practices beyond 

the classroom. Taken together, the results of this study confirm that peer tutoring is an approach that 

not only effectively improves reading skills but also strengthens students’ motivation and social 

relationships. This is particularly significant in elementary school contexts characterized by 

heterogeneous student abilities and limited educational resources. 
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CONCLUSION 

This study aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of implementing peer tutoring in improving the 

reading skills of fourth-grade students at SD Negeri Tanjung Waras, while also examining how this 

method influenced students’ motivation and social dynamics. The findings indicate that these objectives 

were successfully achieved. The implementation of peer tutoring through the formation of the “Antaca” 

team, the use of picture-based instructional materials, and consistently conducted morning reading 

assistance proved to be effective and well-structured. This approach enabled teachers to provide more 

personalized support by involving students as tutors, thereby addressing the first research question 

concerning how the peer tutoring method was implemented in the fourth-grade classroom context. 

The study also found that peer tutoring significantly improved students’ reading skills, 

particularly in terms of reading fluency, recognition of vowel and consonant letters, and confidence in 

reading aloud. In addition, peer tutoring had a positive impact on students’ learning motivation and 

social dynamics, as evidenced by increased self-confidence, the emergence of a more harmonious 

learning atmosphere, and a reduction in negative behaviors among students. These findings addressed 

the second and third research questions and further confirm that peer tutoring functions as an effective 

approach not only in the cognitive domain but also in the social and emotional dimensions of learning. 

The implications of this study suggest that peer tutoring represents a viable pedagogical strategy 

for elementary school contexts, especially in classrooms with diverse reading ability levels. This 

approach not only supports literacy development but also strengthens student collaboration and fosters 

an inclusive learning environment. Teachers can utilize peer tutoring to increase the intensity of reading 

practice, create a more supportive learning atmosphere, and nurture students’ self-confidence and 

intrinsic motivation. Moreover, reading habits developed through peer tutoring have the potential to 

extend positive effects beyond the classroom, as reflected in increased student interest in reading at 

home. 

This study has several limitations. First, the scope of participants was limited to a single 

classroom, and the duration of the intervention was relatively short, which restricted the ability to 

examine the long-term sustainability of students’ reading skills. Second, the study did not explore 

variations of peer tutoring models that might yield different effects for students with specific 

characteristics. Therefore, future research is recommended to involve a larger number of classes or 

schools, extend the duration of the intervention, and compare the effectiveness of different peer tutoring 

models. Subsequent studies may also incorporate quantitative instruments to measure changes in 

reading ability more precisely, thereby generating findings that are more comprehensive and 

generalizable. 
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